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Mystus ankutta, a new catfish from Sri Lanka 
(Teleostei: Bagridae) 

Rohan Pethiyagoda*, Anjana Silva** and Kalana Maduwage***

Mystus ankutta, new species, is described from the lower reaches of rivers draining the south-western quarter of 
Sri Lanka. It is distinguished from all Peninsular Indian and Sri Lankan congeners by the combination of the 
following characters: adipose fin height 6.5-7.5 % SL; adipose-fin commencing immediately posterior to dorsal-fin 
base; stripes and marks absent on body except for a diffuse humeral blotch and a dark, sub-triangular hypural 
blotch; eye diameter 18-23 % HL; depth of caudal peduncle 10.1-12.3 % SL; and length of caudal-fin upper lobe 
27.6-32.2 % SL.
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Introduction

Since it was first recorded from Sri Lanka by Day 
(1877), Mystus keletius (type locality: Pondicherry 
on the south-eastern littoral of India) has figured 
in the island’s ichthyofaunal inventories (Dunck-
er, 1912; Deraniyagala, 1952; Munro, 1955; Sena-
nayake, 1980; Pethiyagoda, 1991). Collections of 
Mystus by the Wildlife Heritage Trust in the pe-
riod 1990-2005 show that four species are present 
in Sri Lanka: M. gulio, M. vittatus, M. cf. seengtee 
and an unidentified species that is apparently the 
‘M. keletius’ of some earlier authors (the Sri 
Lankan catfish identified as M. keletius by Pethi-
yagoda (1991: 150) is M. seengtee or a closely re-
lated species; Chakrabarty & Ng, 2005; Goona-
tilake, 2007). While Munro’s (1955) conception 
and illustration of M. keletius appears identical 
with that of Day (1877: 450, pl. 98), the descrip-
tions of Deraniyagala (1952) and Senanayake 
(1980) cannot be commented on because they 

could refer equally to M. seengtee or another spe-
cies: no voucher material survives from their 
studies.
 Here we show that the fourth species of Sri 
Lankan Mystus is not conspecific with M. keletius 
(which at present is known only from its lectotype) 
or any other member of this genus known from 
Peninsular India or Sri Lanka, and describe it as 
M. ankutta, new species.

Materials and methods

Specimens referred to in the text are deposited in 
the collection of the Australian Museum, Sydney 
(AMS); the collection of Maurice Kottelat, Cornol 
(CMK); the Natural History Museum, London 
(BMNH); the Muséum National d’Histoire Na-
turelle, Paris (MNHN); the Wildlife Heritage 
Trust of Sri Lanka (WHT); and the Zoologisches 
Museum der Humboldt-Universität, Berlin (ZMB). 
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